The purpose of this paper is to report a dramatic therapeutic effect with thyroid substances in a male patient with the rare syndrome of familial sporadic cretinism associated with goitre.
MATERIAL AND RESULTS
Before describing his case history some introductory remarks about a younger sister suffering from the same condition will be given. -r c « -f- (Myant et al., 1950; Honour et al., 1952; Freinkel 8c Ingbar, 1953 Thocle et al, 1954 Jaimet 8c Thocle, 1956; Stein et al., 1957 McGirr, 1954 McGirr, , 1956 ). On the other hand it seems significant that this effect could not be achieved in the patient's sister, despite the transient establishment of a seemingly genuine thyroid hyperfunction. As stated above the sister differed from her brother in her response to therapy. During substitution therapy the thyroid nodules in the sister regressed only incompletely, and following the administration of large doses (although we gave her only 30 mg. triac) they even increased in size. There was also a conspicuous elevation of the BMR during this period.
It has been established that the nature of the »inborn error« is identical in the afflicted members of the same family Stanbury et al., 1955 b; Stanbury et al., 1956; McGirr et al., 1956 
